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Family Involvement Night Held at BRES 

BRES held a family involvement night on December 1. The evening was a 

chance for parents to be made aware of technology programs that were 

available to their children that they could use at home.  The night started 

off with a meal of vegetable soup, crackers, and a dessert in the cafeteria.  

Principal Sandra Clement read the book What Pet Should We Get, the newly 

released Dr. Seuss Book, to the audience and later donated the book to the 
school library.  The parents then moved to the computer lab where Mrs. Clement had a power point 

presentation detailing how to access teacher web pages where homework pages are located, the Parent 

Portal, Reading Eggs, Study Island, IXL and School Messenger.  After the presentation, the students 

were able to log in to one of the programs and show their parents how they work.  Research shows 

children become better readers and are more academically competitive when parents and schools partner 

together for success. The administration, Title 1 staff, and teachers wish to thank all the folks who 

participated in the evening’s events.  

   A Word From Our Principal 

 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

It is hard to believe we have completed a whole semester of school! This half of the year has flown by 

and we are ready for a much needed Christmas break. Just a few reminders as we move into the new 

year…. 

Remember, school starts back for students on January 6, 2016 and we hope you can continue to partner 

with us for academic success of your child(ren) by ensuring good attendance, participation in after-

school tutoring, and checking homework and reading at home. Parent conferences will be held on January 

14, 2016 and this is an opportunity to see your child’s MAP scores and grades for the 

first semester. Please make plans to attend this event.  

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.  

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Sandra Clement 



 

 

Ruritans Donate Money to Backpack Program 

Red Bank Ruritan Club donated $500 to 

Blue Ridge Elementary School 

Backpack Program. President Roger 

Gammons presented the check to 

Principal Sandra Clement at the club's 

annual Christmas dinner. BRES 

sends heartfelt appreciation for this 

generous donation.  

Mrs. Shepherd’s Class Wins Food Drive 

During the month of November, Jr. Beta sponsored 

a Food Drive to collect food for the Patrick County 

Food Bank.  The school collected 393.09 pounds of 

food! The top three classes were as follows: 

 3rd place—Scales—44.07 lbs. 

 2nd place—Fariss—59.65 lbs. 

 1st place—Shepherd-60.25lbs. 

Mrs. Shepherd’s class will receive a pizza party 

sponsored by Lowes Food in Stuart.  Great job 

BRES! 

   

Bulldogs 3rd & 4th 

Grade Tackle 

Football Season 

Comes to an End 

The 3rd and 4th grade tackle football team gave it 

their all this season.  The  team consisted of 13 

players which meant most had to play both offense 

and defense.  It was a valiant effort that 

saw them with one win and some close   

finishes in other games. The team would 

like to thank Coach Bolt for taking his time 

to lead us, Vonita (Mack) Edwards for the 

team pictures, and Judy (Jimmy) Paul and 

Wendy (Seth) Atkins for the team party 

cake.  Go Bulldogs! 

PTO News 

A festive setting and the performances by the 

first grade and the 5th/6th/7th grade chorus 

and 5th grade band gave everyone the holiday 

spirit at the PTO meeting on Monday, December 

14th. Under the direction of Mrs. Shepherd and 

Mrs. Dalton, the first graders, dressed in their 

Christmas colors with reindeer antlers on their 

heads, recited the poem, Reindeer, Reindeer  and 
sang and danced to the Reindeer Pokey.   The 

band and chorus performance was titled An Old 
Fashion Christmas.  Mrs. Sarah Martin directed 

the chorus in several Christmas carols and Mrs. 

Julie Brown directed the band as they played 

Christmas carols. The night was truly an enjoya-

ble one for all in attendance.  We hope everyone 

will join us at our next meeting which is March 7, 

2016.  

Yearbooks Go On Sale January 6 

The 2016 Yearbooks will go on sale 

when we return from Christmas 

break.  The cost of the yearbook 

will be $25.00.  The sale will end on 

February 26.   



 

 

Jasmine Bowman Wins Spelling Bee 

BRES held its annual Spelling Bee on Tuesday, 

December 1st under the direction of 7th grade 

language arts teacher, Mrs. Glenda Younger. Each 

homeroom in grades 4-7 had 2 representatives.  

It was a very competitive competition that saw 

7th grader Jasmine Bowman coming in first place, 

6th grader Zachary Foley in second place, and 

4th grader Gina Rubio in 3rd place.  Each student 

will represent BRES at the district spelling bee to 

be held January 28 at PCHS at 6:30 pm.  Special 

thanks goes to our judges Ms. Pam Maxfield and 

Mrs. Betty Marshall and our pronouncer, Mrs. 

Abby Barone.  

The “Trout In The Classroom”  

project has begun in the 6th grade 

this year.  Mrs. Brim and her 

sons, Riley and Andersen, picked 

up the eggs on Wednesday,     

December 9th. They came back to 

school and transferred the eggs to 

the basket in the aquarium where 

they will remain until the eggs 

hatch and she releases them in 

the aquarium. We will keep you up 

to date on their progress.   

First grade studied the "Gingerbread Man."  They 

studied compound words along with the story.  As 

an ending to the week, first grade students took 

turns reading and acting the play of the 

"Gingerbread Man."  Students enjoyed reading, 

listening and acting out the story.   

 

2nd Graders Enjoy Collins Café 

Money Menu Project  
The Collins Cafe Money Menu is a project-based 

assessment in which students chose 4 activities 

from a menu to complete. The activities consisted 

of money games, counting money, comparing 

amounts of money, and other fun activities such as 

Callie's Candy Store, and the Tortoise and Hare 

Cafe. The final project was a portfolio containing 

the four choices each students completed. This 

project covered Math SOL 2.10 a & b.  

Trout In the Classroom Project 

Returns to BRES 

Our top 3 spellers left to right:         

Gina Rubio, Jasmine Bowman, and  

Zachary Foley. 

Mrs. Shepherd’s Class Studies “Gingerbread Man” 



 

Share the Fun Talent Show Held  

Blue Ridge Bulldogs performed in the annual 4H Share the Fun Talent Show on Wednesday, December 

16th.  Winning first place, 6th grader Nicole Melendez sang “Hello” by Adele. The Ararat Boyz (7th grad-

ers: Branson Bolt, Kase Leftwich, and Andrew Willard) captured second place singing “The Only Way I 

Know” by Bryan, Aldean & Church.  5th grader Peyton Cambron used humor and magic to take 3rd place, 

and 6th grader Taylor Smith won the alternate spot by singing Rhianna’s “Stay.”  These  talented per-

formers will have the opportunity to perform in the county talent show in February at the Patrick County 

High School.   

Red ribbon winners include 5th grader Chloe Wright, singing “Fly” by Maddie & Tae.  Breanna Hamm and 

Madelyn Morrison, 5th graders, won the audience over with their “Cupid Shuffle” dance and 5th grader 

Jesse Bowman performed “Mary Had a Little Lamb” on saxophone. Carol Byrd, Janice Pendleton, and 

Austin Martin judged the acts on behalf of the 4H organization.  

Other highlights of the afternoon include the band, led by Mrs. Julie Brown, and the chorus, led by Mrs. 

Sarah Marin, performing familiar and fun Christmas carols.  And of course, what would a talent show at 

Blue Ridge be without the Staff Dance (Uptown Funk by Mark Ronson), choreographed by Mrs. Stacey 

Shepherd! Mrs. Scales and Mrs. Barnard worked as emcee and sound.  Special thanks to Mrs. Linda   

Daumen and art students for the decorations and to Jimmy Cole Burnett, Josh Fariss, and Alyssa Rupert 

whose artwork was featured on the program.   

1st Place 

Nicole Melendez 

2nd Place  

The Ararat Boyz 

3rd Place 

Peyton Cambron 

All of our talented performers! Great job everyone! 

Pictured left to right are: Chloie Wright, Madelyn 

Morrison, Breanna Hamm, Peyton Cambron, Taylor 

Smith, Jesse Bowman, Nicole Melendez,            

Kase Leftwich, Branson Bolt and Andrew Willard 

 

A very special thank you to our cafeteria 

staff who worked so hard preparing our 

Christmas and Thanksgiving luncheons for 

us!  You guys do an awesome job every 

day! 



School Reopens 

for Students 

Wednesday, 

January 6, 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 

 

2 

3 4 

Staff 

Workday 

5 

Staff 

Workday 

6 

Students Return 

Report Cards &  

Map Scores Go 

Home 

 

NO TUTORING 

7 

Bookmobile 

11:00-2:00 

8 9 

10 11 

Challenge 

3:00-4:30 

12 13 

After School 

Tutoring 

3:00-4:10 

14 

Parent/Teacher 

Conferences  

3:30-6:00 

15 

Girl Scouts 3:00-

4:30 

Cookie Dough   

Kickoff 2:15 

16 

17 18 

Martin Luther 

King Jr.  

Holiday 

No School 

19 

4th/5th 4H 

20 

After School 

Tutoring 

3:00-4:10 

21 

Bookmobile 

11:00-2:00 

22 23 

24 25 26 

4th/5th 4H 

27 

After School 

Tutoring 

3:00-4:10 

28 

District Spelling 

Bee 

PCHS 6:30 

 

29 

Girl Scouts 3:00-

4:30 

30 

31       

January 2016 


